Sewer Rate Increase Notice (January 1, 2012)
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Fax: 360-715-1626






Email: samishwaterdistrict@comcast.net
September 2, 2011
Dear District Customers,

The District has been notified by its largest Commercial account, The Upper Skagit Tribe, that as of January 2012, the Tribe will be treating their own wastewater and will no longer be a customer of the District. This loss in revenue represents almost ¼ of the Districts total annual revenue budget. Therefore, this loss will have to be passed on to the existing Samish Water District customers.
The District completed an extensive sewer rate study and examined several rate alternatives that would generate enough revenue to balance annual operating expenses and sewer system replacement obligations.  The study also incorporated anticipated treatment fee increases for sewage disposal with the City of Burlington.

The Commissioners chose an annual rate increase alternative that is spread over a five-year period instead of a single large increase in order to minimize the impact to the District customers.  The scheduled rate increases will begin in January 2012.  The rates are reviewed annually and adjusted in accordance with the annual budget process.  The charge for Burlington’s treatment fee makes up 54% of the monthly sewer charge.

The District provides sewer service to 487 connections in Whatcom and Skagit County.  These connections are charged based on different customer classifications.

The sewage from Customers within the District boundaries in Whatcom County is pre-treated and then is pumped under pressure to the City of Burlington through a force main sewer line for further treatment.  Therefore, the sewer charge is less from Burlington for customers inside the District.
Force Main Customers require individual pump stations which pumps sewage under pressure into the force main.  Sewage received from customers outside the District is not pre-treated, therefore is charged at a higher rate from the City of Burlington.
The following new rates begin January 1, 2012:

· 387 District Customers




$53.24 per month

·   67 District Force Main Customers


$72.72 per month

·     6 District Commercial Customers


$53.24 base (one (1) lue) plus

    $ 8.73 per 100 cubic feet per month

·   27 District Commercial Force Main Customers
$72.24 base (one (1) lue) plus

     $11.93 per 100 cubic feet per month

The Board of Commissioners regular meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm at the District Office.

The District’s emergency telephone number is 410-0357.  The District’s Office hours are 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, weekdays.  As always, if anyone has any questions, please feel free to call Byron Gaines, District Manager (360-734-5664).

Sincerely,

Mike Roberts, President, Board of Commissioners

Herb Barker, Secretary, Board of Commissioners

Gordon Nolan, Commissioner
↻  Over  ↺

