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Our Purpose:  
 
The purpose of  
the Lake Samish 
Association is to  
promote, encourage, 
protect, and enhance 
the social, public 
safety, and environ-
mental qualities of  
life in the greater  
Lake Samish basin 
and adjacent interde-
pendent areas. 
 
 
 
 

Annual LSA 
 

Business  
 

Meeting 
 

Thursday  
 October 20,   

2005 
 

6 :30– 8:00pm 
at 

Lutherwood  
Dining Hall 

 
 

 
First Annual Lake Samish July 4th Boat Parade 

 
WOW! What a fabulous parade! Thanks to all of the boaters who turned out on a perfect 
July 4th evening. We had nearly 30 boats making a north lake loop, then under the bridge 
(some of us had to lower our flags!) and down the west side to Calmor Cove. Many boats 
were decorated, some simply filled with folks and everyone seemed to enjoy the event. We 
had music and horns. Onlookers waved and the boaters waved back.  
So, of course, it’s a go for next year! Any suggestions? Can you help? Let us know at        
ellsworth4@att.net or 756-7577.  
Many thanks to Bryan Jameson for spearheading this event and starting a new tradition for 
Lake Samish. It was great fun! 

The Forbes Family of East Lake Samish Drive enjoying the 4th of July Boat Parade 
They’re already planning their costumes for next year! 

Water Quality Sampling Begins 
 

The Lake Samish Watershed Management Advisory Committee (LSWMAC), in conjunction with the 
Samish Water District, has initiated a water quality monitoring project. The first sampling date was 
June 15, 2005 and will continue in the third week of each month until the end of December 2005. 
Dr. Robin Matthews from Western Washington University, Mark Herrenkohl, a LSWMAC member 
and Terry Klimpel, Manager of the Samish Water District drafted the plan, which will cost from 
$10,000 to $15,000, plus a stipend to off-set expenses. This monitoring is in lieu of the study applied 
for under a Department of Ecology Centennial Grant, which was not considered to be a high enough 
priority to be funded by the state legislature.  
The sampling includes surface water quality sampling, as well as biannual sampling from 4 tributaries 
and the Friday Creek outlet. Graduate students supervised by Dr. Matthews will collect the samples as 
part of their blue green algae studies. Would you like to volunteer to help with the sampling process? 
Volunteers can help in three-hour time slots during the sampling period each month. If you’re inter-
ested, contact Terry Klimpel at the Water District office, 2195 Nulle Road, Lake Samish, 734-5664.  



 

 

 
Compression Brake Noise 

Laws Now In Effect 
 
It is now illegal to utilize compression 
brakes where posted on roadways in 
Washington State. Governor Gregoire 
signed HB1002 into law effective July 
7, 2005. 
Residents of Lake Samish, championed 
by Dale French, signed petitions and 
supported this legislation with phone 
calls, letters and e-mails as it passed 
through the process toward becoming 
law. Residents here have been sub-
jected to noise pollution from compres-
sion brakes being utilized primarily in 
the southbound lanes of I-5 between 
mileposts 246 and 242, even though 
signs indicate compression brakes are 
prohibited. This is because there has 
been no law, until now, to provide  
policing and judicial authority to     
apprehend violators.  
The battle is not completely won yet, 
however. Dale is continuing to commu-
nicate with the trucking industry and 
the Washington State Patrol to ensure 
the provisions of the new law will be 
enforced within a reasonable timeframe 
for implementation.  
For all of the residents of Lake Samish 
affected by this noise pollution, we 
thank Dale immensely for his dedica-
tion to bring resolve to this issue.  

 
 
 
 

Coyotes have been spotted near 
Roy Road, so be aware and keep 

your pets safe. 
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 Community Activities  
 
Gisela Gruenheit Swim-A-Thon & BBQ, Saturday, August 13. Annual fundraiser for Fire District 9, the Lake  
Samish area fire department.  Join a team or swim solo (see related article). Enjoy the afternoon BBQ at Lutherwood.  
Contact Gisela at 733-4795 or Rita Wefer at 733-7314. 
 
The Lutherwood Festival and 6th Annual Quilt Auction , Saturday, August 27. 11- 5 p.m. 
 
Litter Pick-up.   1st or 2nd weekend in October. Watch for signs. Contact Joan Ellsworth at 756-7577. 
 
Lake Samish Association General Membership Meeting, Thursday, October 20. Lutherwood Dining Hall, 6:30-
8:00pm 
 
Lake Samish Young Children’s Harvest Festival, early November. Games, prizes, crafts, food & music all add up 
to fun for the young. Keep your eyes out for flyers/signs. Contact Jackie Rinker at 715-1323.  

 Swim-a-Thon  2005 
August 13th  

10:00 a.m. start @ 
 282 Shallow Shore Rd. 

 
It’s that time of year for swimmers 
and rowers to start getting ready 
for the big swim. This year the 
swim will be held on Saturday, 
August 13th starting at Gisela   
Gruenheit’s dock at 10:00 a.m. 
The 2004 swim proved to be one 
of the most successful in the 
amount of donations so far! The 
donations totaled $6000.00 that 
were then given to the Lake    
Samish Volunteer Fire Department 
to purchase equipment.  We’re 
hoping many new swimmers will 
join the previous years’  swimmers 
to exceed last year’s donation total. 
All of the financial success is due 
to the wonderful and generous 
community we have here at Lake 
Samish. Thank you to all who   
donate funds. 
We would like to give special 
thanks to Hank Scharring and 
Gordon Harris for their years of 
dedication being the Swim-a-Thon 
timekeepers. They have been so 
loyal and helpful to the event and 
we thank them very much for their 
time.  Also thanks to Rita Wefer 
for collecting all the pledges and 
handling the registration process. 
Last summer’s swim had a scare 
when a motor boat came danger– 
ously close to a swimmer.          

We ask that you remind the people 
you know in your area to be aware 
that the event is going on and to 
watch  for the swimmers. The   
sheriff  will be watching to make 
sure motorboats keep their distance.  
Thanks to the following swimmers 
who made 2004 Swim-a-Thon a 
success:  
Ben Johnson 
Amber Iverson 
Natalie Nolan & Casey Nolan 
Adam Pryor 
Michael Sullivan 
Mark Geisler 
Kelly Jewett 
Scott Dorough 
Mike Chomka 
Amiee Nelson 
Julieanna Lautenbach 
Shawna Monks & Karly Olson 
Kaeli Earle, Ian Earle and Lorraine 
Earle  
Tiffiany Morton 
Kelsey Wilson 
Sharon Krebs & Gisela Gruenheit  
Rowers (you know who you are), a 
special thanks to you for keeping 
our swimmers safe!  
Hope to see you out swimming this 
year or supporting us in the 2005 
Swim-a-Thon.                            
Submitted by Gisela Gruenheit 



 

 

Lake Samish Association 2005 Membership Form  
Enclose $15 check payable to :  Lake Samish Association 

 [  ]  Please enroll me as a new member of the Lake Samish Association. 

 [  ]  Please renew my Lake Samish Association Membership.  

 Yes, I want to be an active participant. Please call me! My interests are: 
  
     Mail to: LSA c/o Joan Ellsworth   Name: ____________________________ 
         156 Shallow Shore Road           Address: ____________________________ 
         Bellingham, WA   98229              Phone: ____________________________ 
                 E-mail: ____________________________ 
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NEW TRANSIT BUS  
    STOPS AT N. LAKE SAMISH AND ALGER  

Whatcom Transportation Authority (WTA) is participating in a 2-year “demonstration project” that will offer two 
Lake Samish area bus stops on a daily transit link between Whatcom, Skagit and Island Counties. The plan is for       
8 trips per weekday, both directions starting September 6, 2005. Weekends will have a reduced schedule.  
Buses will stop at Alger (Shell station) and the N. Lake Samish Park & Ride. Both north & south bound trips are via 
WWU, as WWU is considered a “major rider-ship market.” 
This Bellingham-to-Mt. Vernon link is just part of the big picture that is being called the "County Connector", with 
service over to Oak Harbor and down to Camano Island. 
The state legislature has earmarked $2 million for this project. WTA will provide $50,000 toward the operation of  
this tri-county service.  Skagit Transit will provide the vehicles and both agencies will provide transit operators. 
Folks should stay tuned to WTA's website, www.ridewta.com, for the latest information. 
Thanks to Mike Holl of Friday Creek Rd. for his input to the County on behalf of the Lake Samish area residents 
seeking public transportation alternatives! 

Got Milk!  And More  
Come on in to the North Lake Samish Shell Service 
Station and Deli and meet the owners, Joga (Yogi) 
and Amrit Mann . Since purchasing the business on 
June 10, 2003 Yogi and Amrit have continued to pro-
vide well-stocked grocery selections, along with a won-
derful selection of baked goods, deli sandwiches, corn 
dogs and burritos. New for the summer months are 
yummy samosas (I tasted one while Yogi and I talked) 
and chicken curry with rice, cuisine from their native 
India. Espresso drinks are also available. Check out the 
snack section of the store, which features smaller pack-
aged goods, just right for munching the last mile or two 
to your home at Lake Samish. (Please don’t litter!) 
Arrangements for U-Haul rentals for pick-up and/or 
drop-off can also be made through the store. You’ll 
save mileage and it’s so convenient! Just call the store 
at 733-5467. 
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 If you enjoyed the Boat Parade, give a shout! If you appreciate information about Lake Samish area issues, say Horray!”     

If your kids are having fun with neighborhood friends at Egg Hunts & Harvest Festivals, give a whoop! If you enjoy seeing your 
neighbors at community gatherings, clap your hands! If you like having litter-less roads, raise your glass! If you want to know the 
latest improvements in fire and water district services, say “Right on!” If you like getting this newsletter, raise your hand! 
If you want all of the above and more to continue, please become a Lake Samish Association member. It’s only $15 for one year and 
we need your financial support. We are here for you. Won’t you support us?  

Yogi and Amrit moved to the United States from India in 
1986.  They lived in San Jose, California, with Yogi driv-
ing taxis, assembling computers and driving big trucks, 
while raising their family. They have two children, a son 
and a daughter, both of whom are currently attending the 
UW. Having gotten a taste of the northwest from spending 
a year (1991) in Seattle, they moved to Bellingham in 
1998, where Yogi’s brother owns the Maharaja Restaurant 
on Meridian. In Bellingham, Yogi continued to drive 
trucks, but on more local northwest routes, until they 
bought the (then) Texaco station in June 2003. Yogi and 
Amrit live in the home Yogi built himself near Barkley 
Village in Bellingham. 
Yogi’s personal message is to say “Thank You” to the 
community for its acceptance of him and his wife as the 
owners of this community business and for the patronage 
and support of his business. Please come in often and  
introduce yourself soon!  
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Skagit Conservation Education Alliance (SCEA)   
Gordon Nolan is a resident of Lake Samish and a member of the Lake Samish Watershed Management Advisory Committee 
(LSWMAC). He also participates in the Skagit Conservation Education Alliance (SCEA) to provide continuity between these 
organizations.  As such, he is a key resource for water quality efforts in the Lake Samish area. Thank you, Gordon, for your   
involvement and for providing the following information. 
SCEA was formed about 1999-2000 as a private non-profit organization to improve water quality. SCEA’s main thrust is an  
ongoing process of educating new, as well as current, watershed residents of non-point water pollution sources (how residents 
can help improve water quality). 
Three watersheds for protection were identified in 2003; Nooka Champs, Padilla Bay and Samish Bay. SCEA is beginning to 
analyze an Implementation Review Process for these watershed areas, which includes the Lake Samish watershed. This process 
will provide specific action plans for water quality improvement. 
The concerns addressed by SCEA lead to managing our own personal property and human activities near and on water areas, 
such as understanding the considerable impact on water quality from various yard, home and septic systems and garage contami-
nants, along with other sources of pollution.  
SCEA has a number of fund-raising activities throughout the year to support its endeavors and goal of improving/maintaining 
good water quality for the future years. For additional information, contact the Samish Water District on Nulle Road at 734-5664. 

 
Lake Samish Association - Board of Directors 

President         Joan Ellsworth………..756-7577 
Vice-Pres.       Rita Wefer……………733-7314 
Secretary         Pam Nolan…………....756-0233 
Treasurer         Jackie Rinker………....715-1323 
At Large 1       Bryan Jameson.…….....527-1567 
At Large 2       John Bremer……….....734-9136 

Comm.Chr.         Kathy Ploeger….……..733-5826 
Support Chr.  Jackie Rinker………….715-1323 
Issues Co.Chr.   Nancy Holl.…………...647-0432 
Issues Co.Chr.  Dale French…….……..734-8624 
Issues Alt.  Marsha Lockhart……...647-2935 
Website          www.lakesamish.org 


