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On Sunday, April 16th, you are invited to  
celebrate the Resurrection of Christ at   
Lutherwood (1185 Roy Road) at 6:30 a.m.  
Yes, that’s early, but that’s okay! We’ll gather 
at the Point (follow the signs) with a campfire 
and singing. We’ll have a tent set up, so even if 
it’s raining, you won’t get soaked!  Bring along 
your friends, neighbors and relatives.  This is a 
wonderful way to remember that Life wins!  
Contact Pastor Heidi Fish at 734-7652 for more 
information.  
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Our Purpose:  
 
The purpose of  
the Lake Samish 
Association is to  
promote, encourage, 
protect, and enhance 
the social, public 
safety, and environ-
mental qualities of  
life in the greater  
Lake Samish basin 
and adjacent inter-
dependent areas. 
 
 
 

Annual LSA 
 

Business  
 

Meeting 
 

Thursday 
 

 April 20, 2006 
 

6 :30– 7:30pm 
at 

Lutherwood 
 

Dining Hall 
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Saturday, April 15th  
10:00a.m. 

at  
Lake Samish Park 

 
This favorite annual event is       
primarily for toddlers to 12 year 
olds. Bring your own basket for the 
hunt! There will be a Golden Egg 
prize for each age group. Snacks 
and drinks will be provided.     
Teenager volunteers are needed to 
help hide eggs. Contact Jackie 
Rinker, 715-1323 for more info. 

 

Obnoxious Crime and Noxious Weeds  
 

These are two of the issues we’ll discuss at the Lake Samish All-Community 
meeting on Thursday, April 20, 6:30-7:30 PM, at Lutherwood. 
 
Whatcom County Sheriff Deputy, Chad Heinrich, will talk with you about the growing 
problem of identity theft and how you can safeguard your identity. We will discuss 
some of the other criminal activities occurring around the lake. Deputy Heinrich will 
also provide information on the Block Watch Program being implemented here to help 
promote a safer community and reduce the likelihood that YOU will become a victim! 
 
Noxious and invasive weeds present another incredible problem for the sensitive Lake 
Samish watershed. Bob Merrill, Lutherwood Operations Manager, will talk about 
Japanese Knotweed and how to eradicate it. We cannot just use common weed killers 
on this resistant menace. Bob will provide you with the approved and reliable methods 
for clearing our watershed of this nuisance. Perhaps we can collectively find a way to 
help others clear out the worst locations. 
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Neighborhood Communication 
 
The following is summarized from the Whatcom County Sheriff ‘s Block Watch Program. 
 
Communication is the key to successful Block Watch programs. We must communicate with the Sheriff’s office, between 
neighbors and to anyone entering our neighborhood. Block Watch will help you to be better prepared for this essential              
communication. 
 
The Sheriff’s office relies on us to call 911 and report all suspicious activity. A few examples of activities to report follow: 
 
* Strangers entering a neighbor’s house when it is unoccupied 
* Vehicles being loaded with valuables at an unattended residence 
* People loitering in secluded areas 
* Abandoned vehicles (it may be stolen) 
* The sounds of breaking glass or open windows in unoccupied residence 
* Slow moving vehicles in a repetitive pattern 
* Parked, occupied vehicles at unusual hours 
* Persons going door-to-door (possibly casing the home) 
 
The Sheriff’s office would rather investigate a crime-prone situation than be called when it’s too late. 
 
Communicate to neighbors whom you trust about your whereabouts, time schedules, and activity around your home and property. 
Ask neighbors to check on your place when you’re gone for extended periods. The new LSA email and phone calling lists (see 
related articles) are examples of opening up communication about urgent issues, such as crime activity, in our area. Newly to be 
designated “Block Coordinators” will help facilitate neighborhood communication. 
 
The use of Block Watch signs at each neighborhood access point signal to visitors that the neighborhood is under the watchful eyes 
of residents. It’s good to know others care about what happens to you and that “the bad guys” can be discouraged from threatening 
your neighborhood. 
 
Effective communication increases a criminal’s chances of apprehension and reduces the likelihood of crime in our neighborhood.  
Call 911! 

 
“What do I do as Block Watch          

Coordinator?” 
 
While no specific “duties” exist for 
Block Watch coordinators, the       
Sheriff’s office provides a short list of 
“possibilities” your neighborhood 
Block Watch coordinator might adopt. 
  
- Area maps can be created and       
updated regularly as neighbors move in 
or out. 
- Family information forms can be   
collected amongst trusted neighbors. 
- Distr ibute crime prevention          
information. 
- Notify neighbors of any criminal  
activities. 
- Organize block get-togethers to     
reacquaint neighbors and commit to 
watch out for each other. 
- Act as liaison with the Sheriff’s     
Office. 
Each neighborhood area around the 
lake can be flexible with the degree to 
which this is implemented. Please   
contact Joan Ellsworth at 756-7577 or 
ellsworth4@att.net if you are interested 
in being a Block Watch Coordinator. 

 
“What do I do as Block Watch 

Participant?” 
 
Being a Block Watch participant could 
help prepare you, your family and 
your property from becoming a victim 
of criminal activity. It’s so Simple! 
 
Get to know your neighbors,          
especially those nearest to you. 
 
Learn crime prevention techniques. 
 
Secure your home and personal    
property. 
 
Maintain a cooperative system of 
surveillance over one another’s 
property. 
 
Report suspicious and criminal   
activity to the Sheriff’s Office (911) 
and serve as a witness if needed. 
 
The Lake Samish Association, in   
conjunction with the Sheriff’s office, 
is available to help establish a Block 
Watch program in your neighborhood.  
Contact the Crime Prevention Unit of 
the Sheriff’s Office at 384-5360 or 
676-6650 or Joan Ellsworth at       
756-7577. 

 
CRIME 
ALERT! 

 
In late January of this 
year, the Lake Samish 
Association (LSA) was 
alerted to a criminal activity that took place 
in our neighborhood on West Lake Samish 
Drive. A female jogger had been stalked by 
a man driving a white, unmarked Ford 
E150 late model van that had been seen 
frequently cruising slowly in the Lake  
Padden and Lake Samish areas. The jogger  
called 911 and within a matter of days the 
man was arrested and booked into the 
Whatcom County jail. 
After meeting with Sheriff’s Deputy Chad 
Heinrich, the LSA distributed a flyer to 
Lake residents with the above information 
and reminding people to always be on the 
alert in rural areas! DO NOT jog or walk 
alone. DO NOT wear headsets that can 
impair your hearing of approaching      
vehicles or pedestrians. Bring your cell 
phone with you.  Carry a sizeable walking 
stick. Pepper spray is a legitimate self  
defense. Report any unusual activity to 
911 immediately and be sure to give the  
dispatcher the location! 
As of this printing, the alleged stalker is out 
of jail on bail. Keep alert! 



 

 

 

Samish Water District News 
 

In the spring of 2005, the Lake Samish Watershed Management Advisory Committee (LSWMAC) 
recommended the District monitor the water quality of the Lake.  The monitoring plan was        
designed to establish a Lake water quality baseline.  The District retained Western Washington 
University, Institute for Watershed Studies to perform the Lake water monitoring.  This March, 
Doctor Robin Matthews presented a water quality update on the last six months of Lake       
monitoring to the LSWMAC. 
You can view the Lake water monitoring information on Western Washington University’s web 
page at http://www.wwu.edu/ then click on INDEX, then click on INSTITUTE FOR WATERSHED 
STUDIES, then click on PROJECTS and finally click on LAKE SAMISH WATERSHED.  Also the 
District has the Lake water monitoring information available for review at the District’s office. 
Doctor Matthews also discussed water quality issues relating to the algae blooms in the Lake.  
Bluegreen “Algae” blooms may occur throughout the summer and early fall, causing concern 
about potential toxicity and drinking water quality.  Information on water treatment options for the 
treatment of Lake Samish water related to bluegreen algae is available at the District’s office, 
Whatcom County Health Department or on Whatcom County’s web page at 
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us by clicking on DEPARTMENT INDEX, HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, and then DRINKING WATER. 
 
The Board of Commissioners regular meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 pm at the District Office. 
In November’s general election, Commissioner Mike Roberts was re-elected to fill Position No. 2 
for a six-year term.  Commissioner Barry Antos was elected to fill Position No. 1 for the remainder 
of Jeff Feemster’s un-expired 4-year term. 
The District’s emergency telephone number is 410-0357.  The District office number is 734-5664.  
As always, if any you have any questions, please feel free to stop by or call the District’s office. 
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It’s that time again….Lake Samish Association 
Officer and Board Member elections will be 
first on the agenda at the April 20th                
all-community meeting at Lutherwood.   
 
As a new resident at Lake Samish 6 years ago, I 
wondered how quickly I would get to know my 
neighbors and the neighborhood. I wondered 
what issues the property owners faced, what 
sense of community we would feel. It wasn’t 
about belonging or not…..my family has lived 
and played at 1300 Roy Road since the 1930’s.  
I felt we belonged here. But I believe in not just 
“being“ here. I was anxious to find out what 
mattered and who was here. Then we could   
decide what we could contribute here. The Lake 
Samish Association has given me the              
opportunity to know many of you and help keep 
communication open about the issues at Lake 
Samish. 

 
Now, 6 years later my one interim term and two    
official terms (2 years each) as LSA President are 
supposed to end in April, according to the LSA By-
laws. I will be asking LSA members to vote for a one 
term extension at our April 20th meeting (this       
requires an amendment to the Bylaws). I would be 
happy to continue as President for two more years, 
until 2008, although I would sincerely welcome any 
interested person as well. 
 
But I will need help.  Several positions within the 
LSA Board will be up for re-election: Secretary,    
Issues Co-Chair, At Large Board Position 2. The 
work is not hard, nor long, or even really work at all. 
Consider the opportunity to know your neighbors 
better and help keep Lake Samish the unique       
community it already is. Call me, Joan Ellsworth, at 
756-7577 and I’d be glad to talk to you about these 
positions and the LSA Board’s duties.  



 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

By: Lt. Tony Melillo  
 

 The Lake Samish Fire Department will be having their annual BBQ and swim-a-thon again this year at 
Camp Lutherwood.  The BBQ and swim-a-thon will help raise money for some much needed emergency equipment for the fire 
department.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 12th when the fire department will be barbequing chicken and salmon 
for you! Bring the kids to check out the fire trucks, the safety house and meet some of the firefighters.  For information on how 
to participate in the swim-a-thon please call Gisela Gruenheit (733-4795) or Rita Wefer (733-7314). 

 As many of you may know Whatcom County is constantly growing in population.  The increase in travel and 
population creates more calls for the fire department. Our 2005 call load was 20% higher that our 2004 average and we expect it 
to keep climbing.  The Lake Samish Fire Department is strengthening our partnerships with the other southside fire districts; 
Chuckanut FD, Yew St. Rd. FD, Sudden Valley FD, and South Lake Whatcom FD. When one fire department is not able to get 
enough people out the door, they will call for mutual aid.  The idea of mutual aid ensures there is always somebody there to  
respond, even if they are coming from another fire department.  In the past, mutual aid had to be requested or a certain time had 
to go by before it was activated. Now, fire departments in this area automatically respond to calls in each others areas as needed.  
Eventually, we hope to merge into one big fire department that will be called South Whatcom County Fire and Rescue.  This 
automatic aid and eventual merging will strengthen the response to emergency calls, get responders to the call sooner and make 
sure there is still backup to answer other emergencies. 

Finally, the Lake Samish FD is proud to announce that we received a grant from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.  This grant in the amount of $97,362 dollars paid for 16 new breathing apparatus sets and 10 new sets of bunker gear.  
The breathing apparatus, known as SCBA (self-contained breathing apparatus) and the bunker gear (heavy coats, pants, boots, 
and helmet) are the essential pieces of protective equipment used by firefighters when battling a structure fire.  Although the 
bunker gear has not come in yet, the SCBA’s will be on the fire trucks to see at the BBQ, if you are interested in seeing them. 

With budgets dwindling and money for the volunteer departments becoming harder to find, it is important for volunteer 
departments to find funding through grants and fundraisers. That’s why we need your help!  Come out and support the Fire   
Department this year and enjoy the BBQ.  We hope to see you there. 

 
 

Interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter? Call us 360-671-4794. 
Your community needs you! 

 
Second Annual Lake Samish July 4th Boat Parade 

 
OKAY! Here’s your chance to really put the old spit n’ polish to your hard working water vehicle. Add 
patriotic decorations, music or horns.  Throw in some wild costumes and be prepared to wave to all those 
on shore. Last year we had 30 boats for our first parade, so make a commitment to come out and participate 
in our second annual Lake Samish July 4th Boat Parade. It will be held Tuesday, July 4, probably around 
3:00 PM. Contact Bryan Jameson, 527-1567 if you can help organize, lead or have any questions. 

Urgent News Phone Call Notification 
 

The LSA is establishing a phone calling list for notification of urgent news to residents who do not have email or who prefer to be notified of 
urgent news via a phone call. Those who are on this list will receive news via a phone call and then pass the news along to two others on the 
list. To be placed on this phone calling list contact the following person(s) for your area: 
 
East Lake Samish Drive Kathy Ploeger (733-5826) or Rita Wefer (733-7314) 
West Lake Samish Drive Jackie Rinker (715-1323) or John Bremer (734-9136) 
North Lake Samish Road Doris Werner (734-8393) or Terri Hanson (734-8312) 
Roy Road  Pam Nolan (756-0233) 
Shallow Shore/Nulle Road Joan Ellsworth (756-7577) 
Friday Creek Road  Nancy Hull (647-0432) 
Summerland Road  Marsha Lockhart (647-2935) 
 
Not every area is represented, so if you’d like to help and be a contact for an unrepresented street, call Joan Ellsworth at 756-7577. 
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LSA Bulletin Board 

Do You Need A          
Babysitter? 

 
Kaeli Earle is able to help. 

 
I am 13, with two younger 
brothers I often babysit. 

I can babysit your child for a 
few hours while you take a 

break, 
Or go on a date with your 

spouse. 
 

Availability: I can babysit on 
the weekends for up to 4 hours. 
Since I have taken a Red Cross 

course, I am familiar with 
safety techniques for your 

child. Call for Kaeli at       
(360) 671-4161.  

BABYSITTING  
 

I’m a 15 ½ year old girl         
available to babysit in the                       

Lake Samish area. 
I have taken the Red Cross   

Babysitting Course. 
I have babysitting experience.       

I love kids! 
Please call Kelsey Herrenkohl at 

(360) 647-6980. 

Need a babysitter? 
 

I might just be the person you are 
looking for! 

I am 12 ½ years old, and I am 
looking for a babysitting job. 

I have completed the Red Cross 
Babysitting class, 

and have had experience with 
many types of children,  

including those with special needs 
and twins to boot! 

I can baby-sit almost any time. 
So if you need a break, or  

if you just want me to come over 
and entertain               your little 

ones, 
don’t hesitate to call, please! 

Alexandra Simon @  
676-0165!  

 
Food Bank Donations 

 
Virginia Paradis hosted the     
annual Lake Samish Ladies 
Holiday Luncheon in December, 
2005. Old and new friends,    
delicious food and holiday spirit 

co mb i n ed  to     
ensure a most      
successful event.                    
V i rg in ia  has     
reported that she 
delivered 215 

pounds of non-perishable foods, 
plus $60.00 to the Bellingham 
Food Bank from donations 
brought to the luncheon. Thank 
you to everyone who attended!  
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Locking Mailboxes 

 

 

Bellingham Lock and Safe has one model for $269.00 

Hardware Sales has one model for under $100.00 

Loews has mailboxes for purchase and order on-line from $74.00 to 
$400.00 

Home Depot has mailboxes also for purcahse and on-line for order from 
$140.00-$200.0 

Several on-line sites: 

mailboxworks.com  - around $200.00 

seattleluxe.com - $90.00-$300.00 (must pay Washington sales tax plus 
shipping) 

mailboxesresidential.com - $140.00-$300.00  (no state tax, does offer free 
shipping on many items & group discounts are available) 

Make sure to speak with the mail carrier and verify  that the box is 
approved by the US Postal service.  

This information was provided by Pam Nolan 
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CRIME STATISTICS FOR LAKE SAMISH 

 
In our last newsletter, we reported that crime is on the increase around the Lake Samish area. Thanks to 
Dan Bult’s work with the Sheriff’s department, we are providing more complete statistics to demonstrate 
this is a serious problem.  

       
                                            % Increase  

Incident      2001 2002 2003 2005 over 2003 
 
Burglary (entry into house)    10  6   5   9    80. 0% 
 
Property Theft (cell phone, purse,     6  5   3   10  233. 3% 
                           weed-eater, etc.) 
 
Auto Theft      1  2   0   2  200. 0% 
 
Car Prowl (making entry into auto)    9  17   11   15    36. 4% 
 
Boat Theft      3  0   2   2      0. 0% 
 
Malicious Mischief (vandalism, graffitti,   5  3   3   6   100. 0% 
                                  broken window) 
 
Suspicious Circumstance, Vehicle/Person   17  14   20   24     20. 0% 
 
 
How can you minimize your chances of being a victim? Know your neighbors and be a good neighbor. Start a   

neighborhood Block Watch program for homes close to you. Be aware of strangers or different activity.                           
Keep your house and car locked. Keep your property well lighted. 

 
Contact the Crime Prevention unit of the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office at 676-6650 or 384-5360 for more            

information about the Block Watch program.  
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Join Hands Day May 6th 

 
On Saturday, May 6th, Lutherwood 
is hosting a major work party  to get 
the camp ready for summer.  Join us 
from 9-4 (or any part of that time!) 
and bring your gloves, any tools 
(pruners, shovels, axes, power tools, 
etc) you like, and a buddy or twelve! 
We’ll be clearing trails, finishing con-
struction projects, hanging gutters, 
eradicating knotweed infestations, 
painting, and more. All ages are   
welcome and if you call ahead, we’ll 
provide childcare for little ones.  
Lunch will be served to all            
volunteers. If you’d like to be a team 
leader for a particular project, call 
Bob Merrill at 734-7652 to discuss 
specifics or for general information. 

Heads Up! 
  

Lutherwood Alumni    
Reunion 

 
August 19th will be a great day for any 
and all alumni of Lutherwood.      
Festivities will include games, story-
telling, photo displays, and just        
connecting with friends from the     
decades. If you or someone you know 
spent time at the camp as a camper, 
staffer, volunteer, or board member, we 
would love to have contact information.  
Watch for more details! 

Blobbing! 
 
You’ve seen it at the end of the lake – 
that multicolored, striped pillowy thing 
– and wondered, “What is that?”  If 
you’ve seen anyone launched off the 
end of it, you’ve exclaimed, “That 
looks like a blast!”  Well, on            
Saturday, July 1st, Lutherwood     
welcomes the residents of Lake Samish 
to come on up for a while and try it 
out. A nominal contribution will   
benefit the camp and a barbecue lunch 
will be available for purchase. If you 
have family coming for the 4th of July 
weekend, plan on bringing them up to 
the camp. You’ll never forget it! 



 

 

 
“How can I increase security at my home and property?” 

 
· Do you know whether hinges should be on the inside or outside of the door? 

· What door locks are NOT recommended? 
· What kind of lock is best for sliding doors and windows? 

· How can I secure garages and storage sheds? 
· How can a timer provide better home and personal security? 

· How can planting roses enhance my home’s security? 
· What is Identity Theft? How can I help prevent it? 

 
For the answers to these and more of your questions about home security, attend the Lake Samish 

Association All-Community Meeting at Lutherwood 
 

Thursday, April 20 th, 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM. 

 
Lake Samish Association 2006 Membership Form 

 
Enclose $15 check payable to :  Lake Samish Association 

 
 [  ]  Please enroll me as a new member of the Lake Samish Association. 

 [  ]  Please renew my Lake Samish Association Membership.  

 Yes, I want to be an active participant. Please call me! My interests are: 
  
 
     Mail to: LSA c/o Joan Ellsworth   Name: ____________________________ 
         156 Shallow Shore Road           Address: ____________________________ 
         Bellingham, WA   98229  Phone: ____________________________ 
                 E-mail:____________________________ 
 

 
Lake Samish Association - Board of Directors 

President         Joan Ellsworth……...756-7577 
Vice-Pres.       Rita Wefer………….733-7314 
Secretary         Pam Nolan………….756-0233 
Treasurer         Jackie Rinker……….715-1323 
At Large 1       Bryan Jameson……..527-1567 
At Large 2       John Bremer………..734-9136 

Communications .Chr.        Kathy Ploeger…..733-5826 
Support Chair           Jackie Rinker...…715-1323 
Issues Co.Chair                   Nancy Holl...…...647-0434 
Issues Co.Chair         Dale French..…...734-8624 
Issues Altermate                 Marsha Lockhart..647-2935 

Website                             www.lakesamish.org 
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