June 8, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I’m writing to convey the support of the Board of Directors of the Lake Samish Association (LSA) for the new Crew House/Picnic Pavilion at Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center.

The LSA is a community-based organization of property and home-owners. It’s purpose is to “promote, encourage, protect, and enhance……life” in the greater Lake Samish basin.

To this end, the Board of Directors recognizes that Lutherwood plays a key role in contributing to the wellbeing of this community.  Lutherwood provides its space free-of-charge to the LSA for community meetings to encourage attendance and communication of information.  Many of the Lutherwood events and activities are open to the community.  Lutherwood provides an excellent example to the community of environmentally sensitive management.

Often through the years, this community has expressed support of the WWU Crew activities on Lake Samish.  It’s a beautiful sight to watch the crews working out so early in the morning. The young athletes, under sound training discipline, are experiencing valuable life skills and values.  The community is very proud to be the home of these three-time national champion teams.

Therefore, the Board of Directors of the LSA endorses the proposed new Crew House/Picnic Pavilion.  We envision that the local community will directly benefit from the availability of these new facilities and the continuation of the WWU Crew activities at Lake Samish.  We are eager to see the new facility completed and are happy to support Lutherwood’s application for financial support.

Sincerely,

Joan Ellsworth

President, Lake Samish Association

