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Our Purpose:    
The purpose of the 
 Lake Samish 
Association is to  
promote, encourage,  
protect, and enhance    
the social, public safety 
and environmental   
qualities of life in the 
greater Lake Samish   
basin and adjacent      
interdependent areas. 
 

 
 

4th of 
July 

Boat Parade 
Saturday 
2:00pm 

(meet @ 1:45 
at the bridge) 

 

 
 

Lake Samish 
Triathlon 
Saturday, 

August 8, 2009 
(see Calendar of 

Events, pg. 2) 

LSA Board Elections   
The Board recently held elections at our annual business meeting on April 23rd.  Kathy Ploeger, who 
served a prior term as Communications chair, was re-elected in the same position. Joan Ellsworth, who 
served a prior term as Ex-President, was elected to the position of Treasurer. Gordon Iverson, a long-
time lake resident, was elected to the At-Large Position #1. We appreciate these three members      
volunteering to serve for the next two years and look forward to their insight and input.  
The Board is still looking to fill two open positions: Vice President and Support Chair.  The VP assists 
the President, as well as recruits Association members who may be interested in a Board position or 
volunteering for a committee. The Support Chair coordinates activities for the lake community such 
as: Easter Egg Hunt, Fourth of July Boat Parade, etc. If you are interested, please contact Dan Bult at 
752-5771 or dbult@yahoo.com.  
We would also like to say “Thank you” to Rita Wefer, Jackie Lafata-Rinker, and Lisa Troup for their 
years of service as Vice President, Treasurer and At-Large, respectively.  

 
STEP UP 

 
Something bugging you??  Wish someone would fix that old problem over there? How 
about you??? Won’t YOU please step up??? 
Your Lake Samish community is looking for you to make things happen.  Don’t wait! Now 
is the time to take the first steps (any steps, really!) toward resolving any issue you feel is 
not right for your Lake Samish community.  You don’t have to do it all (chances are others 
around here feel the same way you do).  And it really isn’t a big time buster.  Just get things 
started…….get the ball rolling. Step up! 
The Lake Samish Association Board of Directors can help you, but we can’t do it all. We 
need you to step up and be the champion for your cause, your own best advocate. Here’s 
some ideas………… 
Are you upset about all the litter after a holiday weekend use of the lakeside roads? Then 
offer to organize a litter party.  LSA Treasurer Joan Ellsworth knows how to get bags, gear 
and dispose of collected stuff. 
Do you think increased wave action from some boats is eroding the shorelines or            
endangering small craft or swimmers on the lake? Then participate in the educational                    
initiative/dialog organized by LSA At-Large Board Member Steve Brinn (see related     
article, page 3) to create solutions that will work for our community. 
Do you want to protect yourself from theft and vandalism around our lake? Start a Block 
Watch group for your neighbors. LSA Communication Chairperson, Kathy Ploeger knows 
the Sheriff contacts and can help get you information to get started. 
Did you have a problem last weekend navigating around cars parked illegally over the 
white line on your street? Call the Sheriff to immediately report your concern, and /or    
contact Dan Bult, LSA President who currently is working with the Sheriff to report on and 
alleviate this ongoing problem. 
Don’t’ know what to do or how to get started? Contact any one of the LSA Board         
Members or Officers (see contact info on back page) and we can help get you started. None 
of us can resolve these, or other “problems” alone, but we can make some progress         
together.  Just step up! 
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Calendar of Events 
 

July 4th   -     Boat Parade at 2:00 pm 
                      Meet @ the Bridge 

    Bryon Jameson will lead  the parade 
          Ryan Stiles will judge   
  Prize for Best Decorated Boat 
 
August 8th  -  Lake Samish Triathlon & 
   Open Water Swim 

  More info at our website 
                            www.lakesamishtriathlon.com 
 
October 22nd -   Fall LSA Meeting 
                                7:00pm @ Camp Lutherwood  

    
LAKE SAMISH EGG HUNTLAKE SAMISH EGG HUNTLAKE SAMISH EGG HUNTLAKE SAMISH EGG HUNT    

 
   We had a good turnout at our annual              
Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th held at    
Lutherwood Camp. It was a beautiful spring 

morning and the children were all eager to locate the hidden 
eggs and compete for prizes. We started with coffee and 
donuts for the adults and coloring books for the kids, then 
moved outside to find the well-hidden eggs and finally      
finished off the morning with the dubious egg toss. One never 
knows where those eggs will land. Splat! A big   “thank-you” 
goes out to Rebecca Joostens, who organized the event and 
donated food, drink and various prizes. Rocket Donuts      
donated the fine selection of donuts and Lutherwood hosted 
the event, free of rental charge. Other volunteers who helped 
make the morning a success were: Paul Joostens, Joy       
Joostens, Pam Nolan, Natalie Nolan, Lisa Troupe, Kathryn 
Hollstein, Faith Bult, Dan Bult, Michelle Zlotek, Christine 
Zlotek, Jackie Lafata-Rinker, Corrie Bremer and Pat Stiles. 
Check out some cool pictures on our website.  

 New Water Quality Report  
Did you know that the Institute for Watershed Studies has  
recently published an updated water quality report summariz-
ing test data since 2005?  The Samish Water District has been 
funding Dr. Robin Matthews for the past few years to study 
the quality of our lake water   taking samples and measuring 
items such as: temperature, oxygen, pH, nitrogen and       
phosphorus along with many others.  To see the full 100+ page 
report log on to our website and click on Services tab.              
Look for “Lake Samish Monitoring Report (2008).” 

WOW!  85 Bags of Litter Collected!  
 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 was a monumental day for the 
30 volunteers who helped pick-up litter around Lake  
Samish area roads. A mess had been exposed by recent 
mowing following those long winter months of enduring 
snow we thought would never melt away. We created a 
huge pile of 85 full garbage bags, and miscellaneous 
other large items. Many, many thanks to everyone who 
helped. A special thank you goes to the Western       
Washington University Tournament Water Ski Team 
members, alumni and friends who participated for the  
second time in our litter pick-up efforts. We greatly      
appreciated the young energy and extra helping hands. 
At the April 23rd Community Meeting, the LSA pre-
sented the team with a Certificate of Appreciation for 
their participation, as well as a $100 donation to the Wa-
ter Ski Team Fundraising effort. 
WWU Ski Team : Kelly Thees (Captain), Mike Eisele, Kai 
Caemmerer, Lauren Landis, Katie Seman, Jessie Engler, Reed 
Henderson, Adam Shier, Scotia Collins, Aly Howisey, Sarah 
Cannard, Kyle Foley. Alumni: Kyle Johnson. Friends of the 
Team: Monique Thees, Wade Wagler.  
Locals: Steve Ellsworth, Dan Bult, Carolyn Nordtvedt, Kathy 
Ploeger, Rich & Rita Herrman, Mark & Kim Herrenkohl, 
Mike Roberts, Rita Wefer, Roy Jewett, Dale & Wilma French, 
Dennis & Pam Wilson   
Contact Joan Ellsworth, 756-7577, to help organize a 
litter pick-up anytime you notice the need! Joan can pro-
vide you with bags, gear and disposal information to 
help you step up to the job.  

Marine Patrol  
 
As some of you may have already noticed there has been the 
distinct absence of the Sheriff patrol boat on our lake for the 
past several weeks. This was due to the Lake Whatcom boat 
needing some engine and hull repairs and due to Whatcom 
being a much heavier-used lake, so the Samish boat was 
“confiscated” from our lake and put on Whatcom. Repairs to 
the Whatcom boat should be completed “soon” with no      
specific date of completion given. Not only this but the     
Sheriff’s office also said that due to cutbacks in the Whatcom 
County budget (that we’ve all been reading about in the     
Bellingham Herald) they could not guarantee personnel for 
full-time lake coverage this year similar to what we’ve seen in 
previous years.  He did say that a deputy would be available to 
cover most weekends (once a boat was available). 
The LSA will continue to monitor this issue very closely.  We 
are keenly aware of the many potential problems that can arise 
quickly due to the lack of a deputy on the lake, especially on 
hot sunny days. If you do experience an emergency situation 
(boating or other) please do not hesitate to contact 911. For 
those wanting to find out the return status of the Samish boat, 
or any patrol watercraft, to our lake we would advise you to 
call the Sheriff’s Office at 676-6650. Since we will not have     
another newsletter printed until after the summer season, 
please check our website(Lakesamish.org) for further updates.  

Website Sponsors  
The Association would like to thank the following organizations for renewing their support on  our website: Dr. Faith R Bult, Echo Point  
Construction, Joostens Roofing, Ryan Scott Designs and Sunstream Boat Lift.  Moceri Construction is a brand-new sponsor this year.  
Please keep our sponsors in mind when purchasing these products or services. 
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Lost and Found 
 

A neighbor found a kayak and canoe loose on the lake 
this winter. If you lost one, call Pam Nolan, 756-0233. 

Economists and political scientists have discussed the 
“problem of the commons” as long as large spaces with open 
access have existed. The classic “commons” is a large field of 
grass available for grazing by anyone. The “problem” is such 
a field invariably gets over-grazed. Why? The typical       
explanation: nobody’s direct stake in the field is sufficient to 
cause them to act in the long term best interests either of the 
field they all use, or all the grazers.  
 We have a new wave “problem of the commons” brewing on 
Lake Samish. It is arising from (a) increased boating use; and 
(b) the increasing power and impacts of wake board boats. 
 Lake Samish is a relatively small lake in a beautiful setting. 
Though densities in the Lake Samish basin are relatively  
stable, population growth has been robust both north and 
south of the lake the past decade. More people equates to 
more boats. Since Lake Samish is a great local boating     
destination, served by a public dock, it is used by an ever 
growing number of boaters, all with equal privileges to enjoy 
its waters. Predictably, the effect of more boats on Lake  
Samish is like grazing more sheep on the commons: traffic on 
the finite lake surface grows more congested, the cumulative 
impact of boat usage mounts (especially on peak days) and 
the potential for conflicts grows – both between users, and 
between all users and the lake’s own health. 
 At some point more boats on Lake Samish could begin to 
end its benefits to everyone – and threaten the lake’s own 
integrity. Fortunately, that day still seems off at the horizon 
line. (NB: A pending Fish & Wildlife proposal to expand the 
boat launch, if implemented, would speed up progress toward 
that event).  
 However, factors other than the sheer number of users can 
push a commons into the red zone. One such factor is a class 
of users with a disproportionate impact on the commons – 
and the uses others make of it. Think bionic sheep loosed on 
a grazing commons. In the Lake Samish version, consider 
wake board boats. Their size and shape is familiar, but their 
purpose and design is quite different than other vessels, in 
that they are built to maximize the water they displace and 
translate that displacement into big, coherent wakes to let 
wake boarders in tow catch as much air as possible. 
 Wake board boats generating bionic wakes are adding new 
stress to an already stretched “ecology” of boating on our 
lake. The wakes they radiate swamp small crafts and pound 
shorelines and floating docks much like winter storms – only 
it is summer and we now experience these waves year long. 
Some wake board boats include another feature that adds a 
second big impact to that of the mega-wakes, but on another 
channel. Loudspeakers mounted on some of the craft boom 
out tunes, to enhance the experience of the boat operators and 
the trailing boarder. Frequently, they are audible lake wide, 
for a much larger and involuntary listening audience – many 
of whom may not share the same musical preferences. 

Let’s be clear: There are no good guys and bad guys in all 
this. Wake board boats and boarders are doing the thing they 
love - just like the rowers, scullers, kayakers and small boat 
sailors who travel the lake low to the water and engineless. 
They just have much bigger “footprints” – carbon and other-
wise. We simply face a problem of one kind of user class 
generating disproportionate impacts on other users. 
Over the past several years the Lake Samish Association 
(LSA) has received a host of calls from lake residents with 
concerns over the impacts of wake board boats. At the last 
meeting of the Association, a member asked if LSA planned 
any remedial action. I believe that it is time for a new       
education and etiquette initiative to diffuse the situation – or 
we all could end up soon on opposite sides of a fight over 
new regulations.  
 New regulations to solve community issues like this seldom 
are effective. Typically they end up increasing divisions be-
tween people, often don’t solve the impacts problem and usu-
ally have regrettable unintended consequences. The LSA 
board hopes to solve this problem within our community. It 
will create dialog between parties with various stakes in this 
issue and, out of the dialog, help sponsor a plan to educate 
stakeholders on both sides, leading to changed behaviors and 
improved common enjoyment of Lake Samish. 
 If wake board boaters realize that their 18 inch steep pitched, 
coherent wakes completely swamp a rowing shell with 6  
inches of freeboard, perhaps they will change course when 
they see a small boat ahead and use the other side of the lake 
for their run. Or back down the amount of water they load 
into their ballast tanks before running. It is worth a shot. On 
the other side, dock owners might get less upset at wakes 
from wake boards crashing onto their shores if they learn that 
summer winds generate waves of equal force – with a      
frequency that actually dwarfs the impacts of wake board 
boat waves. Again, who knows?  
To begin this dialog, I am inviting interested parties to email 
me at lakesamish@gmail.com.  Sometime this summer I will 
organize a small gathering with representatives of all sides of 
this issue. We will reason together and try to develop an   
education strategy and plan for people “on both sides of the 
aisle”. By late summer we hope to recruit volunteers to speak 
about these issues within the community, so we can achieve a 
self-regulated solution to these problems. 
 Lake Samish is way too great a treasure for us to fight over 
it. Let’s get better at sharing the commons we should all   
enjoy, by treating our neighbor as we would choose to be 
treated ourselves! We can do it.  

A New Wave “Problem of the Commons”                                           Steve Brinn 

Sleepy Hollow Development 
 

The Concerned Neighbors of Lake Samish (CNLS) continue 
to contest the Sleepy Hollow development application. The 
Lake Samish Association website (Lakesamish.org) has a 
detailed status of the recent and up-coming activities. If 
you’re interested in learning more about our efforts contact 
Mark Herrenkoh, 647-6380 or Steven Harper, 650-9065. To 
contribute to our legal fund contact Kathy Ploeger, 733-5826.  



 

 

Lake Views 
C/O Dan Bult 
1333 Roy Road Rd. 
Bellingham, WA 98229-8504  

  
Lake Samish Association - Board of Directors 

President              Dan Bult……………..752-5771 
Vice-Pres              VACANT   
Secretary              Pam Nolan…………..756-0233 
Treasurer              Joan Ellsworth………756-7577 
At Large 1           Gordon Iverson………733-8349 

At Large 2                Steve Brinn…………...303-3427 
Comm.Chr.              Kathy Ploeger….…….733-5826 
Support Chr.  VACANT  
Issues Chr.   Barbara Dykes.……….303-7884 

Website          Lakesamish.org 

     Hi. My name is Mari, I'm 8 and  
I'm interested in pet sitting on the 

south side of the lake. I have a  
reference from my neighbor, Joan. 
I pet sat her 2 cats and 6 chickens. 

I have lots of pets at my house      
(a dog, 2 cats, fish and a hamster.)    

I'm ready for the job!                 
Call 656-5740. 

  BABY SITTING, HOUSE SITTING &   
ANIMAL CARE  

 
19 year old Washington State University student      

available for full or part-time babysitting, house-sitting 
and animal care in the Lake Samish area (Summer 2009) 

I have taken the Red Cross Babysitting  
Course and have babysitting experience and lots of   

experience with animals. 
Kelsey Herrenkohl - (360) 927-8852  
References available upon request 

 
-My name is Lukas Selig. 

I am interested in babysitting. 
I am 12 years old, and willing 
to have a fun, safe time with 
your child while you are out. 

I am going to be taking a             
babysitting class July 24-26.                                  

I charge $4.00 an hour                     
for up to 2 children. 

If you have any questions,      
or would like to contact me for 

a job, my phone number is 
656-5740.  

Thanks 

Bulletin Board 

WANTED: BOOKMOBILE PATRONS 
The WCLS cannot maintain the services it currently provides throughout Whatcom County without 
an increase in revenue. WCLS has made significant budget reductions over the past few years and 
now finds it can no longer make reductions without also reducing services to the public. Lake Samish 
should be concerned about these reductions, of the 5 bookmobile stops around the county we are 
close to the bottom for the amount of books checked out! More info at Lakesamish.org 


