2011 WWU WOMEN’S ROWING PREVIEW
 
Vikings seek seventh straight NCAA II championship
 
 BELLINGHAM, Wash. --- With an experienced crew returning, the Western Washington University women’s rowing team will seek an unprecedented seventh consecutive NCAA Division II National Championship.

All but two of the 16 Vikings who travelled to last year’s national regatta return, and the top eight has six rowers back as well as senior coxswain Samantha Oberholzer (Bellevue). “We’re pretty packed with experience,” said Western coach John Fuchs (13th year).  “They know what to expect as we come to the racing season.  They know the routine, the lakes we row on.  There’s nothing new to them.”

Only two of the six rowers returning in the varsity eight are seniors, stroke Casey Mapes (Anchorage, AK/Service) and Siri Carlson (Tacoma/Franklin Pierce).  Also back are juniors Jean Piette (Vancouver/Columbia River), Megan Northey (Brier/King’s), Katie Woolsey (North Bend/Mount Si) and Kate Berni (Silverdale/Central Kitsap).  All four juniors are in their third year in the top boat, as is Mapes. 

Mapes, a three-time Collegiate Rowing Coaches Association National Scholar Athlete, also rowed in the varsity four at nationals as a freshman.  Carlson and Oberholzer are in their second year in the boat and also had prior national experience in the four.

Rounding out the varsity eight are two rowers who were in the national four last year – junior Carson MacPherson-Krutsky (Seattle/Garfield) and sophomore Stephanie Bluhm (Auburn/Mountain View).

 

The top boat will have a sense of unfinished business this year.  Though the Vikings did win the national championship on overall points, Western finished second in the varsity eight final behind Mercyhurst, needing the triumph of the varsity four to wrap up the title.  It was the first time in the six-year championship run the varsity eight had not won the final. “We won the championship, but we definitely have a certain attitude as we go into this year,” said Fuchs. “We know that NCAA Division II rowing has improved everywhere.  If you’re not on board with that, you get left behind.”

As has been Western’s standard practice, the Vikings will race a second eight well into the season before splitting into two fours.  Back in that eight after racing in the four at the nationals are junior Kelsey Baker (Gig Harbor), junior Hannah Gallagher (Seattle/Garfield) and senior coxswain Kelsey McFarland (Fife).  Junior Nolan Winger (Bremerton/Central Kitsap) also returns after being an alternate at the national regatta the last two years.

Other returnees in the junior varsity eight are senior Miranda Steward (Kenmore/Inglemoor) and junior Alyssa Dewey (Bend, OR/Mountain View).  Completing the boat are three rowers up from the novice ranks – seniors Mariana Cains (Walla Walla) and Marya Nash (North Bend/Mount Si) and junior Lauren Fleming (Bainbridge Island). “This group has put in the work to where we’re mentally and physically ready to go,” said Fuchs.  “They’re healthy, they’re getting good grades – a lot of them are over a 3.5 GPA.”
The experience has been of benefit in a year where weather kept Western off the water more than usual during the winter.  “We didn’t get the water time, but we’ve made up for it in other areas,” Fuchs said.  “If we were going to have a bad winter, this was a good year to have it.”

Western opens its spring schedule Saturday at the Daffodil Cup Regatta in Tacoma.  The Vikings host Gonzaga and Puget Sound in their only home regatta April 16, then build toward the championship season, capped by the NCAA championships at Lake Natoma in Gold River, Calif., on May 27-29.
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