Lake Samish Association

June 7, 2006 Board Meeting Minutes
The Meeting convened at about 7:05 at Joan Ellsworth’s home. Those present were Dan Bult, John Bremer, Kathy Ploeger, Pam Nolan, Rita Wefer and Joan Ellsworth.

Block Watch Program: We discussed implementation of the Block Watch Program, how and where to do it. For Roy Road, Pam and Dan intend to begin by going door-to-door to talk with each resident about the program. Joan expects to do the same for Shallow Shore Road, as well as Rita and Kathy for East Lake Samish Drive. This will probably take place through the summer and fall months. The Board agreed that we do not require a training session provided by the Sheriff’s department. We would like to have Block Watch materials made available for each of these three areas initially. Following this initial implementation, the Board will assess additional activity or help other areas get started if there is interest. 

ACTION:  Joan will contact the Sheriff’s department to obtain Block Watch materials for Roy Road, Shallow Shore Road and East Lake Samish Drive.

ACTION:  Joan will write an article for the June Newsletter indicating the three areas to start Block Watch implementation.

Proposed Metropolitan Parks District: Joan gave a brief overview of the activity being proposed by a citizen steering committee from Skagit and Whatcom counties. Excerpts from the initial press release follow: The Chuckanut Mountains Park District is proposed to encompass an area from Fairhaven to Edison. The District would acquire, protect and provide stewardship of significant natural areas, view-scapes and recreational lands. Public interest will be publicly solicited in the near future.

Joan proposed including information on this issue in the June Newsletter. Dan suggested it could be too early to communicate an incomplete proposal. Following significant discussion, a vote was taken and approved to include the initial press release as an article in the June Newsletter. The Board reviewed the LSA By-laws and agreed that the By-laws support the need for the Board to provide information of this type to the Lake Samish community.

ACTION: Joan will include the Chuckanut Mountains Park District initial press release in the June  Newsletter.

ACTION: Joan will send a copy of the LSA By-laws to each Board member.

July 4th Boat Parade: The Boat Parade will take place Tuesday, July 4th starting 3:00 PM. It was suggested the boats convene at 2:45 PM at Samish Park. We agreed to make a larger circle to include the east-side of the south end of the lake. To do so we will have to speed up the parade. Remind folks to make decorations that can be lowered under the bridge. No flyer will be required this year because the newsletter will come out the last week in June.  We discussed the need for all property owners to have the current Boat Regulations and Lake Rules. 

Joan shared a story and old photos from the 1931 “Hard Times” boat parade that a property owner sent in to her. We will make a photo board for the Fire District BBQ. 

ACTION:  Dan will check into getting 600 copies of the Boat Regulations/Lake Rules to use as an insert with the June Newsletter.

ACTION: Joan will review all of the above with Bryan, who will lead the parade. She will also do the billboards.

ACTION: All Board Members please provide any photos from last year’s parade to Joan. 

June Newsletter: The Board discussed keeping the size of the newsletter to one folded 11x17 with the Boat additional, if obtained from Sheriff. The newsletter will be published early in the last week of June.

Rita clarified that it is the Fireman’s Association that benefits from the Swim-A-Thon and BBQ, not the Fire District. 

Pam advised the Board that the Samish Water District is selling District maps for $20.

Articles to be included: 

Block Watch Implementation

Lake Rules Insert

              Swim-A-Thon & Fireman’s Association BBQ

Water District Maps

Lutherwood Activity

Weed Control – Knotweed

ACTION: Joan and Kathy will coordinate the writing and publishing of the June newsletter before the end of June.

ACTION: Rita will contact the Fire District for critical news for an article.
ACTION: Pam will write a short article about obtaining Water District maps.
ACTION: Joan will contact Lutherwood about activities to include in newsletter.

LSA Website: The Board discussed concerns regarding the lack of a working website and everyone agreed it is important to the Association to provide information through this website. Pam suggested her daughter, Casey, could help Bryan. Kathy and John also are interested in helping and learning from Bryan more about maintaining the website.

ACTION: Joan will contact Bryan to determine what needs to be done, and if others can help, to ensure the website is up and working by the end of June.
The next LSA Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 23, 2006 at 7:00, location to be announced.

The Board Meeting was adjourned about 8:45 PM.

