Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office

Marine Patrol: Boating Safety Laws Summary
SPEED REGULATIONS

· 6 miles per hour:  

within 150 ft of docks, floats, shoreline. 

      
within 300 ft of public boat launch.

            within 100 ft of swimmer or non-motorized watercraft.

· 8 miles per hour:  ½ hour after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise.

· 40 miles per hour: daylight hours in unrestricted areas.

· All vessels must observe due care.

SKIERS

· Pattern. All boats towing skiers shall go in a counterclockwise pattern.
· Skiing is prohibited from ½ hour after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise.

· Must have a spotter at least 8 years of age.

· Operator must be 16 years of age.
· 150 and 300 ft shore distance rules apply except to take off and drop off skier. Take off and drop off at 45 degree angle or greater from shore or dock.
· Skier in-tow must stay at least 100 ft from other swimmers and vessels.

· No drop off, take off, or skiing within 300 ft of a public boat launch.

· No one may follow closer than 300 ft behind a skier or cross the bow of a towing vessel closer than 200 ft, or travel alongside closer than 100 ft to skier or vessel.

AGE OF VESSEL OPERATOR (regardless of possession of MBE Card)
· It is unlawful for any person under the age of 16 years to operate, or be permitted by the owner or person having charge of a vessel to operate a vessel powered by a motor of 10 horsepower or more unless accompanied by a person who is legally capable of operating such vessel. It is unlawful for a minor 10 years of age or under to operate, or be permitted to operate, any motorized vessel. 
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT
· All persons under the age of seven years shall wear at least a type III PFD of an appropriate size, any time they are on a vessel on any waterway.
· Fire extinguishers required on all vessels with gasoline engines.
VIOLATIONS

· Owners of boats may be cited for violations when operator is not present, and the citation will be affixed to the boat.

ACCIDENTS

· Accidents must be reported if:

1. The operator or owner of any vessel involved in bodily injury, death or property damage, shall, within 24 hours, report such collision to the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office and shall then and there provide such information as the sheriff may require; provided, that no report of property damage shall be required if the damage does not exceed $300.00 in value.
IMPOUNDMENT

· Boats/vessels may be impounded if:

1. Vessel is unsafe,

2. The vessel operator is incapable of safe operation,

3. The vessel is being operated in a reckless or negligent manner and would continue unless vessel is sized,

4. The operator or master of vessel refuses lawful order to sign a citation or refuses to proceed to or from an area following a citation or in an emergency.

VESSEL REGISTRATION

· ALL VESSELS must be registered with the State of Washington (includes personal watercraft). *Non-motorized vessels less than 16ft are exempt from this provision

· Vessel registration applications may be obtained from the Auditor’s Office in the Whatcom County Courthouse.

· Registration numbers and letters must be 3” minimum in height, of block construction in contrasting color, and posted to a permanent part of the boat, forward or midship, and clearly visible.

· The vessel registration must be present with/on the vessel.

For additional information, please feel free to contact Deputy Chad Heinrich at the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office (676-6650)
Thank you and have a great summer and a happy and safe boating season!
