
Concerned Neighbors of Lake Samish 
C/o Mark Herrenkohl 

321 Summerland Road 
Bellingham, WA  98229 

 
March 10, 2009 
 
Gary Davis, Senior Planner 
Whatcom County Planning & Development Services 
Northwest Annex 
5280 Northwest Road 
Bellingham, WA  98226-9097 
 
Subject: Comments and Proposed Changes 

 LAMIRD Boundary and Rural Zoning for Lake Samish 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
The Concerned Neighbors of Lake Samish (CNLS) would like to provide comments and 
recommend changes to the proposed boundary for Limited Areas of More Intense Rural 
Development (LAMIRD) at Lake Samish.  You may remember that our group initiated 
the request to Whatcom County to change the zoning of Lake Samish from residential 
rural to rural.  In 2002, the County Council approved the downzoning as shown on the 
zoning map for the Lake Samish watershed and attached to this letter.  Since the County’s 
ruling, our group has had concerns with the delineation of the RR2 and R2A area and 
boundaries at Lake Samish.  
 
It is our understanding the County delineated the zoning boundaries based on the 1990 
residential build-out.  Although the R2A zoned area to the south of the lake may have 
been a compromise, there was little to no residential development in 1990 in this area.  
Furthermore, larger parcels located to north of the R2A/RR2 boundary (see map) and 
near the Lake Samish bridge were also undeveloped in 1990 but surprisingly included 
within the RR2 boundary.  We would like the County to change the proposed boundary 
of the LAMIRD at Lake Samish to the following (see attached map with changes marked 
in blue): 

• Change the R2A zoned area south of the lake to R5A.  There was little to no 
development of residential lots in this area in 1990 and the change is consistent 
with the Growth Management Act. 

• Extent the R5A zone boundary to include the large parcel(s) to the north of the 
current R2A boundary and south of the Calmore Cove mobile park.  This area is 
still mostly undeveloped and should be R5A. 

• Extend the R5A zone boundary to include the large parcel located east of the 
bridge.  This area is still mostly undeveloped and should be R5A, consistent with 
the rural character of Lake Samish.  
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On behalf of the CNLS, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
LAMIRD boundaries at Lake Samish.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
360-647-6980 or mherrenkohl@hotmail.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

Mark J. Herrenkohl, President 
Concerned Neighbors of Lake Samish 
 
Cc Steve Harper, Vice-President 
 Kathy Ploeger, Treasurer 
 Barbara Vaughan, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Our Mission Statement: 

We are a non-profit corporation whose purpose is to educate citizens of issues which 
may affect the health and water quality of the Lake, to ensure that development in the 
area is compatible with the existing unique character of the community and to see 
that development is in strict compliance with applicable rules and regulations. 

 




