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PERMISSION TO ENTER PRIVATE PROPERTY AND 

WAIVER OF LIABILITY

This Agreement includes permission to enter property controlled by  


 and a waiver of certain claims of liability.  

This Permission to enter 

                               (describe land ownership) and Waiver of Liability is made between the Samish Indian Nation acting by and through its Natural Resources Department (Natural Resource Department)  and 



, hereafter to individually or collectively as the “property owner(s)”. 

Background

The presence of knotweed (Polygounum spp.) on private lands threatens wildlife habitat and provides a source for new infestation of private lands.  Effective eradication of knotweed requires concerted efforts on both private and public lands to protect private resources.

The Samish Indian Nation and its agents want to assist other private and public landowners by performing activities to eradicate and/or control knotweed on private and public lands within western Washington.   The Samish Indian Nation has been awarded a grant from the   US Environmental Protection Agency to design and implement a knotweed eradication program within the Samish River Basin which forms part of the Tribe’s ancestral lands. These activities are consistent with and supportive of duties imposed under tribal and state law.

The property owner (s) is /are the sole owner of property located at  




 in 


 County, Washington, hereafter  referred to as the “Property” and has the authority to enter into the agreement with the Samish Nation. 

The property owner (s) is interested in and will be benefited by the eradication and/or control of knotweed on his or her property.


The Samish Natural Resources Department has trained its employees, agents or contractors who will be performing the duties and responsibilities associated with this project including but not limited to identifying, surveying, and applying herbicides to eradicate knotweed, and the Department’s employees, agents and contractors have the necessary licensing from the State of Washington Department of Agriculture to perform these tasks.   

The property owner(s) and the Samish Indian Nation want to memorialize their agreement and understanding for the purpose of eradication and/or control of knotweed on the property identified herein. 

Agreement

1.
Permission.    In consideration of the benefits described above, the property owner(s) grant permission to the Samish Natural Resources Department and its agents, contractors, project partners,  and employees to enter onto the property, with at least twenty –four (24) hours notice from  


to  


to perform activities to eradicate and/or control knotweed on the Property.    The property owner(s) acknowledge and agree that these activities include the application of an herbicide to knotweed on the Property. 

The property owner(s) also grant permission to agents, contractors, cooperators and employees of the Samish Natural Resources Department to enter onto the property, with at least twenty-four (24) hours notice, from  

 through 

,(three year timeframe) for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating the success of knotweed eradication and/or control activities. 

2.
Expiration and Revocation .    The Samish Natural Resources Department and its agents, contractors, cooperators and employees are permitted to enter the Property on all of the above dates and until  ___________________(Insert End Date), or until this permission is revoked, whichever occurs first.  The property owner(s) may revoke this permission by presenting a written letter of revocation to the Samish Natural Resources Department.  The revocation is effective five (5) business days after receipt by the Samish Natural Resources Department.  

3.
Liability Waiver.   The purpose of entry onto the property is to perform to eradicate and/or control knotweed.  The property owner(s) expressly agree to hold harmless the Samish Indian Nation and the Samish Natural Resources Department, its employees, contractors, and  agents and to waive any claim of liability against the Samish Indian Nation and the Samish Natural Resources Department for any injury, damage, or harm which is the logical and intended consequences of activities properly performed to eradicate and/or control knotweed.   The Samish Indian Nation and the Samish Natural Resources Department, its employees, contractors, and agents expressly agree to hold Property Owner(s) harmless and waive any claim of liability against Property Owner(s) for any injury, damage, or harm which is the logical and intended consequence of the activities properly performed to eradicate and/control knotweed on the property subject to this Agreement.  As to any other act or omission of either party under this agreement, each party shall be responsible for its own acts or omissions and those of its officers, employees, and agents under this agreement.   No party to this agreement shall be responsible to the other for the acts or omissions of entities or individuals not a party to this agreement. 

4.
Entire Agreement.  This permission to enter private/public lands and waiver of liability is the entire agreement between the parties.

5.
Applicable Law.  This permission to enter the Property and waiver of liability shall be construed and interpreted according to the laws of the State of Washington. 

6.
Authority to Enter into Agreement.  By their signature below, each party hereby acknowledges that they are authorized to enter into this agreement and bind their respective entities to the terms and conditions herein.   Additionally by his/her signature below, the Property owner acknowledges that he/she has read this permission to enter the Property, fully understands the terms and conditions contained herein and voluntarily accepts  the terms and conditions and expressly waives any claim that this permission to enter the Property and waiver of liability is not fairly and knowingly made.

Dated 


.

Signature of Property Owner

Property Owner’s Name: 











 (Print Legibly)

Property Address:











Authorized Agent- Samish Natural Resource Department

Samish Indian Nation

P.O. Box 219

Anacortes, WA 98221
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