Lake Samish Boat Launch Proposal Opposition

To my neighbors on Lake Samish,

My name is Denise Beard and I am an 8 ½ year part-time resident of Lake Samish.  

I am concerned about the Boat Launch Renovation and Expansion Proposal as presented to the Lake Samish Association Meeting in October of 2008 by Kye Iris of the department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW). I have formed a group, “Keep Lake Samish Safe” (KLSS), and developed a Mission Statement (posted in full on the LSA website) to give a stronger voice to those who are opposed to this Boat Launch Renovation and Expansion Proposal.

The opposition to this proposal comes down to one basic and critical issue and that is safety. The safety OF the water and ON the water will be negatively impacted if this proposal is completed as presented due to degradation of our drinking water quality and increased boat/vehicle traffic creating safety hazards.

To give our group an idea of how quickly we need to move on this issue, I requested a timeline from Kye Iris for when the DFW expects to re-submit the same proposal, which was not funded for 2009.

The proposal will not be re-submitted in 2010 since the ROC (Recreation and Conservation Office) is not funding any boating proposals this year. DFW WILL re-submit in 2011, likely the SAME proposal with no further input from Lake Samish homeowners, because, as DFW states, they completed the required Public Notification Process to the Lake Homeowners (which, in fact, did not happen) prior to the October 2008 LSA meeting. DFW has also stated that renovating this boat launch is and will continue to be a priority of the agency as part of their agency mandates.

I would like to ask all who oppose this proposal to join me in doing what we can to prevent it from being implemented. Please contact me with your feedback and suggestions as to what steps the group needs to take in order to implement a plan to proceed.

Even though the proposal will likely not be resubmitted until 2011, that time will come very quickly and we need to be prepared.  Some ideas to consider:


1. Start working with Whatcom County Council to make them aware of this issue 
and find an 
advocate on the Council before the DFW comes to the County for 
permits.


2. Start working with a State Legislator to make our case, so they will deny any future funding 
requests if they are aware of our opposition in advance.


3. Develop an email petition (based on the Mission Statement) for all opposed lake residents to 
sign and submit (and add a personal comment if desired) to the DFW and/or the Whatcom 
County Council to make the most impact.


4. Each individual lake resident write their own letter, with one person (me) collecting and 
submitting them together, to create the most impact. The impression of the DFW is that there 
was little opposition to this proposal.

I look forward to hearing from you about your ideas and suggestions and I look forward to working with you.

Thank you, 




Denise Beard, 206-282-0258 or dkbeard@comcast.net
