Keep Lake Samish Safe

“KLSS”

Mission Statement

This group was formed to give a stronger voice to those who are opposed to the Boat Launch Renovation & Expansion Proposal as presented to the Lake Samish Association Meeting in October of 2008 by Kye Iris of the DFW.

The opposition to this proposal comes down to one basic & critical issue & that is safety.  The safety OF the water & ON the water will be significantly impacted if this proposal is completed as presented.

The lake is our ONLY source of drinking water & increased access will have the unintended consequence of putting the quality of that water at significant risk:

· by introducing petroleum products into the lake from more boats, 

· by increasing the likelihood of more 2 cycle motors defecting from Lake Whatcom & the increased pollution they create,

· by increasing vehicle traffic resulting in run off from more people driving their boats to launch, 

· by increasing the chance of day use boats bringing milfoil, algae, etc  & introducing that into the lake.

In addition, public safety ON the water is put at risk from increased access of more transient boat traffic on a very small body of water now without a sheriff, increasing the potential risk of accidents & collisions between motor boaters, waverunners, swimmers, kayakers, etc .  Increased vehicle traffic will also inevitably create the potential for more vehicle/pedestrian incidents on a shoulderless East Lake Samish Road leading to the launch.  The current infrastructure simply does not support more vehicle or boat usage.  On weekend days in the summer months, the lake is already at capacity & the small & challenging nature of the current launch serves as a natural deterrent to over access.

This proposal goes far beyond addressing any safety, health or maintenance issues & in fact seeks to create significantly increased access to a lake & it’s surrounding infrastructure which is already at capacity & therefore jeopardizes safety. It is also an irresponsible use of taxpayer money & irresponsible guardianship of the lake.  Any future proposals must focus only on necessary safety & maintenance. Lake Samish residents should be asked for their input before the DFW puts together any future proposals.
Thank you,

Keep Lake Samish Safe
