Following is the response from Keep Lake Samish Safe (KLSS) regarding revisions to the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) proposal for improvements to the Boat Launch at East Lake Samish Drive:

 
Boat Launch Issue Status - February, 2011

 

Keep Lake Samish Safe (KLSS) has reviewed revisions to a proposal to fix and upgrade the current WDFW boat launch at East Lake Samish Drive. KLSS appreciates that the revised plan reduces the scope of the dock plans and that the ADA area is accommodated to one side of the launch area. KLSS agrees that the existing concrete ramp must be made safe for public use, which this proposal includes.

 

KLSS believes, however, that WDFW has not gone far enough to reduce the scope of this proposal. To this end, KLSS intends to pursue contact with State Representative Kevin Ranker and bring to his attention that this revised proposal still contains features beyond necessary safety and ADA requirements. We believe that the dock could be eliminated all together and a new concrete ramp installed to simply replace the old ramp. Eliminating the dock is key to keeping boat traffic volumes lower, which in turn, keeps all lake users safer and water quality higher. KLSS also believes that removing the dock from this proposal would significantly contribute to lowering the cost in these times of budget constraints, which WDFW should be working to do. 

 

We would like to hear more from WDFW's Kye Iris about the revisions to this proposal at the community meeting in April. We understand that the Lake Samish Association Board agrees that the proposed revisions are an appropriate step toward improving safety at the boat launch; however, we are concerned that "agreement" might be construed as an endorsement by the LSA Board of the revised proposal. Please confirm that the LSA Board is neutral in communication with WDFW.

 

Please contact me for questions or further discussion regarding this issue.

 

Denise Beard

Keep Lake Samish Safe (KLSS)

(206) 282-0258
dkbeard@comcast.net   

