March 30, 2011

Dear Senator Ranker,
 
I represent a group (Keep Lake Samish Safe - KLSS) that gives a stronger voice to concerned Lake Samish residents regarding a proposal from the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) to upgrade and expand the WDFW boat launch on East Lake Samish Drive. We are seeking your support to secure funding for the current, recently scaled down proposal that addresses safety and liability issues at this location without adding enhancements that we believe create recreational safety and water quality issues for all Lake Samish users. 
 
Ensuring the proposal is funded in the upcoming April 19 – 30 competitive grant cycle will reduce the possibility that a significantly expanded version of this proposal, such as was originally proposed over two years ago,  would be funded in the future given fewer budgetary constraints. 
 
This expansion proposal first came to the attention of Lake Samish residents in October of 2008 when the proposal and funding was already approved by Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO). WDFW provided no previous public notification or input. Subsequently, due to budget issues, the proposal was put on hold and funding withheld.  WDFW did not resubmit this proposal for funding in 2009 or 2010.  Currently, WDFW scaled down this proposal and will resubmit it for funding.
 
The original proposal did not take into account that Lake Samish is the ONLY source of drinking water for most lake residents. We believe that increased access to Lake Samish via new docks in the original proposal (which called for expansion in addition to the needed repairs for safely and  ADA requirements) would contribute to putting the quality of that drinking water at significant risk. Lake Samish water quality is already considered “impaired” by the state of Washington and is listed on the state’s 303d list for category 5 PCB contaminants. Reference: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/303d/2008/index.html 
 
We were also very concerned about the safety issues resulting from expansion of recreational facilities at Lake Samish. Increased boating on the lake, as well as increased vehicle traffic on  dangerously narrow roads surrounding the lake further jeopardize the safety of lake users. 
 
We do agree that the current condition of the existing boat ramp is a safety risk and WDFW should address the maintenance of this structure.  We believe the changes in the revised proposal are essential to addressing the safety and boat traffic issues brought forth by KLSS, which keeps all lake users safer and water quality higher.
 
As is required by law, the current plan also accommodates the ADA loading ramp off to the side in the parking lot, not in the water (there is no float or dock).  In addition, the parking lot will NOT be paved and the designated parking spaces will be marked in an environmentally friendly way with concrete bumpers.
 
This scaled down version takes into account the objections many Lake Samish residents had with the original proposal while significantly contributing to reducing the cost. The original proposal would have cost taxpayers $832,000.
 
We would appreciate your support for funding this revised proposal. I have attached the revised plans as submitted by Kye Iris of WDFW, 2 conceptual drawings,  as well as her letter to the Lake Samish Association explaining the revisions.  Please contact me at dkbeard@comcast.net for any questions you might have about the issue.  Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Best Regards,
Denise Beard
KLSS (Keep Lake Samish Safe)
