MEMORANDUM

11/4/2010

TO:  
Laurie Bergvall, State Lands Assistant, NW Region

FROM:
David Wilderman, Natural Areas Program Ecologist

RE:  
Blanchard Mt. forest stand visited on 11/2/10

As requested, here is my review of the status/significance of the forest stand that we visited at stop #4 (the 54-acre stand) with the Blanchard Forest Advisory Committee:

The portion of the stand that we saw, and probably at least the majority of the entire stand, is classified as “Douglas-fir – western hemlock/dwarf Oregon grape – sword fern” according to the Natural Heritage Program’s 2006 publication Upland plant associations of the Puget Trough ecoregion, Washington.  The stand has origin dates of 1901 and 1918 according to DNR’s Forest Resource Inventory System (FRIS), which provides an estimate of the age of the overstory.  The stand was apparently logged, most likely in the early 1900’s, as evidenced by large, highly decayed stumps.  The stand consists of natural regeneration that primarily includes Douglas-fir and western hemlock, including a cohort of relatively large Douglas-fir trees 30”- 40” in diameter (estimated) as well as a lower layer of smaller trees.  The understory is dominated by sword fern.  Based on Natural Heritage Program criteria for rating individual occurrences of ecosystem types (such as this forest stand), the stand would be considered in moderately good condition due to the mature structure, the fact that it is naturally-regenerated, and the apparent lack of invasive species.

In considering the larger-scale picture of how abundant, rare, or declining this type of forest community is, we refer to the global and state conservation status rankings assigned by The Natural Heritage Program and NatureServe network.  This forest community type has been assigned the global and state rankings of G4 S3S4, where “G4” represents the global ranking and “S3S4” represents the state-level ranking. These rankings can range from 1 to 5, with the numbers having the following meaning: 

1 = Critically imperiled - at very high risk of extinction due to extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer populations), very steep declines, or other factors.

2 = Imperiled - at high risk of extinction or elimination due to very restricted range, very few populations, steep declines, or other factors.

3 = Vulnerable - at moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a restricted range, relatively few populations, recent and widespread declines, or other factors.

4 = Apparently secure - uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to declines or other factors.

5 = Secure - common; widespread and abundant

Based on these status rankings, the Blanchard Mt. stand would be considered “apparently secure” at the global level (G4) and between “vulnerable” and “apparently secure” within Washington State (S3S4), representing a moderate or slightly lower than moderate risk at the state level.

I would re-iterate that the stand has higher ecological value compared with much of the forest currently included within the draft boundary due to its older age and more complex structure. 
