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Early in August, 1883, a weary traveler along the newly laid track
of the Northern Pacific Railroad necar Miles City, Montana, stopped
at our ranch in the Yellowstone Valley for rest and refreshments, and
while satisfying that long-felt want common to travelers of his class,
advised us that his name was Blodgett and that he had recently visited
a most wonderful country out west on the shore of Puget Sound, and thc
little town where he had been was the farthermost west and the farthest
north of any town on the mainland of the United States, and was called
"Whatcom.' And he took from his pocket a soiled but cherished news-
paper, "The Whatcom Reveille, " which he declared to be the first copy
of the first newspaper published there. He told of the great forests of
giant trees, of the wonderful soil productions, of cabbages as big as
tubs, wild blackberries in prodigal abundance in the clearings, and fish
and game ad infinitum.

Pioneering always did have a charm for me, and I fostercd the senti-
ment, My wife was not always in accord with this sentiment of mine,
but usually conceded to my wanderlust without much protest. Blodgett,
with his stomach filled and his courage renewed, took his departure,
but his form had not yet faded in the distance before we were eagerly
and excitedly planning on how quickly we could cash in and be on the
road to that new El Dorado -- Whatcom County, Washington Territory.

In our preparations we had to consider the means of transportation.
The N.P. R.R. was not completed, but the day of its completion and
the celebration thereof by the driving of the Golden Spike was fixed at
a time some thirty days later, and we made a race with the officials of
the road to be ready to travel when it should be opened. And wi werc
passengers ticketed to Portland, Oregon, on the first through train.
We were obliged to wait two days in Portland for further transportation,
during which time we greatly enjoyed the new conditions. A radical
change from a bleak, barren, semi-desert 1o a place where recal grass
grew, and green was everywhere. We devoured fresh fruit in amazing
quantities and quite ferociously, as we had been without it for several
years, it not being obtainable where we had been living. We took a
steamer from Portland down the Willamette and the Columbia Rivers
to Kalama on the Washington side of the Columbia, from where the
railroad extended to Tacoma. It was on this part of our trip that we
first saw a real primitive forest of big trces. OUn reaching Tacoma
our travel by rail ended and we were literally hauled on to a small,
wheezy, asthmatic, overloaded steamer that reached Seattle in about
six hours. The time, however, was none too long, and we soon forgot
the condition of the boat in the new and wonderful pictures that pre-
sented themselves to us, which, after the lapse of many years, we
recall with pleasure. We remained two days in Seattle awaiting the
semi-weekly service to Whatcom by the steamer "State of Washington"
which put us into Bellingham Bay early in the afternoon after an
eighteen-hour trip from Seattle, The entire trip was intensely inter-
esting to us. FEverything was new == the rajlway, the towns, the trip




from Seattle to Bellingham by water,

Our only regret was the time taken with darkness and with sleep,
preventing us from seeing all that we passed. We landed at the Sehome
Wharf near the old coal bunkers, the only completed wharf on the bay.
There were no hotel runners or buses meeting passengers at the landing,
Competition had not yet made that necessary. There was but one place
to go and one way to get there, and that by trail around the bay and
across by Whatcom Creek Falls, This trail had an air of age of romance
about it as if made by a people of a past age. It wound in and out among
the shrubs of wild gooseberry and flowering currant, with an occasional
alder and maple, and midway along the bayshore was a small, old build-
ing close to the trail said to have been occupied as a school in the coal
mining days, The business section of Whatcom consisted of about a
score of buildings of various sizes, mostly on the flat again the hill and
the northerly side of Whatcom Creek, below the falls,

Our journey ended at the Washington Hotel owned and conducted by
Stewart Lackey, deputy sheriff of Whatcom County which at the time had
no trial court of record but was attached to Jefferson County for judicial
purposes, with court held at La Conner, Three lawyers had settled in
Whatcom, not because of any legal business but in anticipation of it,
They were: J.P, De Mattos, J.J. Weisenberger and Charles I. Roth.

I was the fourth and, having no money and a family of five, could not
live on anticipation exclusively and got a job at the Colony Saw Mill at
two dollars per,

Living was cheap in Whatcom in those days. Fuel cost but a slight
effort, Waod was everywhere -- you walked on it, slept on it, ate on it
and could not escape from it, it was always in sight, The meat market
was always open and free to everybody when the tide was out, and no one
need go hungry whno could dig and carry clams. My mouth waters now as
that soup and that chowder, the product of the clam, come to my recol-
lection, and a tinge of homesickness creeps upon me as well, Hordes of
smelt, the sweetest little fish known to salt water, at certain seasons of
high tide rushed to the shore like an avalanche, to be raked up and carted
home. Perhaps this is the same variety that in the long ago fed the
multitude, and twelve baskets were left. And the big salmon weighing
from ten to twenty rounds, toted on the back of a Siwash Klootchman,
were anxiously exchanged for a dime each. The great luscious cherries
grown by John Bennett next north of the Edward Eldridge home, and the
strawberries from the five-acre farm of C.F, Keesling on Front Street,
north toward Squalicum Creek, were supplied to the people of Whatcom
in good-sized, well-filled boxes at six for twenty-five cents. In no
country has nature been more lavish in providing favorable and pleasant
conditions for the people who were to subdue and develop it.









